PRAYER BEFORE WE READ GOD'S WORD

Resurrected God,

though we have hidden ourselves in a locked room
and huddled together as ones who build barriers,
send Your Living Word through our locked doors
and into our guarded hearts

that we might be witnesses of Your grace

and couriers of Your goodness.

By the power of Your Holy Spirit,

grant us the trust to believe the Gospel
not because we see it

but because we have been seen by it
and transformed through it. Amen.
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Prayer for Doubters
You call us to be people of faith,
yet we are often people with doubts.

This morning we pray for people here,

for people we know and love, for ourselves,
who have our doubts.

We pray for all who wonder if You exist and
whether You are listening to our prayers,

who wonder what this whole community is about.

We pray for people who doubt the purpose of life,
who wonder whether to end it all,
who face feelings of meaningless and despair.

Even when we have that sinking feeling,
give us the wisdom to turn to You.

Lord, we want to believe, help our unbelief!
Give us faith, small as a mustard seed,

so that we can be Your faithful people,
believing in Your power to save,

believing in Your power to reign supreme,
believing that we can share this good news
with everyone we meet.

We ask all this in Jesus’ name,

our Risen Saviour, our Lord and our God, Amen.
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