PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION - LENT 3

Holy God, Lord Jesus Christ,

as we worship You today,

we long for the Holy Spirit

to both comfort and challenge us,

to help us become more holy and more loving.

In a world that does not understand repentance,

we pray for new understanding, humility, patience,
and discipline that will help us die to sin and live for
Jesus.

We confess we have not done as You asked;
instead, we have sinned in thoughts, words,

and deeds, by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have disobeyed Your commands;

our ears have been deaf to Your call;

our hearts have been cold to Your love.

In thought, in word, and in deed

we have hurt others and dishonoured Your name.

—
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In Your great mercy receive us yet again

as Your well-beloved children,

not because we are worthy but for the sake of Him
who loved us and gave Himself for us.

In Your mercy, forgive us, O Lord;
help us to proclaim Your message.
Equip us to walk more faithfully
in the footsteps of Christ.

Forgive us we pray.

The Candle on the Lent Cross is extinguished.

Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy,

Lord, have mercy on me.

Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy,

Lord, have mercy on me. steve Merkel CCLI #224940
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